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Del mio caro bacco amabile 
 
Elviro's aria from the opera Serse (bass) 
Libretto adapted from Serse by Silvio Stampiglia (1664–1725) which was based on an earlier libretto by 
Nicolò Minato (1627–1698) 
Set by Georg Friedrich Händel (1685–1759) 
 
Recitative 
Me infelice, ho smarrito il mio padrone! 
       
Me unhappy, I-have lost the my master! 
(Unhappy me, I have lost my dear master!) 
 
Ma mi confesso reo, son pazzo a fé. 
       
But to-me I-confess guilty, I-am foolish in truth. 
(But I must confess my guilt, I am truly foolish.) 
 
Egli ha smarrito me. 
Forse per questo ponte ei se ne andò? 
No, ch'io nol vedo, no…. 
Ma qual adombra il ciel nubilo oscuro! 
Sento che l'onde fremono, 
sento che l'aria sibila; 
son restato all'oscuro… 
 
Arietta 
Del mio caro bacco amabile 
Nell'impero suo potabile 
amo solo d'abitar. 
 
L'acqua rende ipocondriaco, 
il buon vin sin nei zodiaco 
la mia testa fa innalzar. 
 
 

The entire text to this title with the complete  
IPA transcription and translation is available for download. 
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