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Il core spera e teme 
 
Serse's aria from the opera Serse (soprano castrato) 
Libretto adapted from Serse by Silvio Stampiglia (1664–1725) which was based on an earlier libretto by 
Nicolò Minato (1627–1698) 
Set by Georg Friedrich Händel (1685–1759) 
 
Recitative 
Saria lieve ogni doglia, 
    
Would-be light every pain, 
(Every pain would be bearable) 
 
se potesse un amante 
    
if could a lover 
(if a lover could) 
 
amar e disamar sempre a sua voglia. 
 
Aria 
Il core spera e teme 
Penando ogn'or così, 
Se goderà in amore, 
Saper ancor non può. 
 
Lo chieggio alla mia speme, 
Ella mi dice sì, 
Ma poi freddo timore 
Sento che dice no. 
 
 

The entire text to this title with the complete  
IPA transcription and translation is available for download. 
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