Saper vorreste

Oscar's aria from the opera Un ballo in maschera (soprano)

Libretto by Antonio Somma (1809-1864), after Eugéne Scribe's (1791-1861) libretto for Daniel Auber's
(1782-1871) opera, Gustave 11, ou Le bal masqué

Set by Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901)

Saper vorreste di che! si veste,
[sa.'pe:r vor.'re.ste di ke si 've.ste]
To-know you-would-like in what he is-dressed,

(You would like to know how he is dressed,)

Quando I'¢ cosa ch'ei vuol nascosa.
Oscar lo sa, ma nol dira, tra la la!

Pieno d'amor mi balza il cor,

Ma pur discreto serba il segreto.
Nol rapira grado o belta, tra la la!
Oscar lo sa, ma nol dira, tra la la!

The entire text to this title with the complete
IPA transcription and translation is available for download.
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! Alternate: come si veste ['ko.me si 've.ste] how he is-dressed.
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