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Sull'onda cheta e bruna 
 
Text by an anonymous poet 
Set by Gaetano Donizetti (1797–1848) 
 
Sull'onda cheta e bruna, 
    
On-the-water quiet and dark, 
(On the quiet and dark waters,) 
 
Pria che sorga la luna, 
     
before that may-rise the moon, 
(before the rising of the moon,) 
 
Veloce, o gondolier, 
Deh, solca il tuo sentier, 
Ma veh che la tua prora, 
Carezzi lieve il mar. 
A solo sol Leonora, 
Che canta ansiosa ogn'ora, 
Oda del cor tra'l palpitar 
Del fido amante il remigar. 
La, la… O gondolier, carezza il mar. 
 
 

The entire text to this title with the complete  
IPA transcription and translation is available for download. 
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