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Strings in the Earth and Air  
 
Text by James Joyce (1882-1941) [Irish], from Chamber Music, #1  
Set by Gary Bachlund (1947–), Make Music Sweet, from Chamber Music; Luciano Berio (1925–2003) 
[It], from Chamber Music, #1; Ross Lee Finney (1906–1997) [Am], from Chamber Music, #1; Richard 
Hundley (1931–); Sergius Kagen (1909–1964) [Am]; Hermann Reutter (1900–1985) [Gr], from Chamber 
Music, #1  
 
Strings in the earth and air  
     
 
Make music sweet;  
Strings by the river where  
The willows meet.  
 
There's music along the river  
For Love wanders there, 
Pale flowers (flow'rs) on his mantle,  
Dark leaves on his hair.  
 
All softly playing,  
With head to the music bent,  
And fingers straying  
Upon an instrument. 
 
 

The entire text to this title with the complete  
IPA transcription is available for download. 
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