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He Wishes for the Cloths of Heaven  
 
Text by William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) [Irish]  
Set by Gary Bachlund (1947-) [Am]; Rebecca Clarke (1886-1979), The Cloths of Heaven; Thomas 
Frederick Dunhill (1877-1946) [Br], The Cloths of Heaven, from The Wind Among the Reeds, #3; Ivor 
Gurney (1890-1937), The Cloths of Heaven; Peter Warlock (1894-1930), The Cloths of Heaven 
 
Had I the heavens' embroidered cloths, 
[hæd a  hv.nz ()m.bd.d kls]1 
 
Enwrought with golden and silver light, 
The blue and the dim and the dark cloths 
Of night and light and the half light, 
I would spread the cloths under your feet: 
But I, being poor, have only my dreams; 
I have spread my dreams under your feet; 
Tread softly because you tread on my dreams. 
 
 

The entire text to this title with the complete  
IPA transcription is available for download. 
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1 The IPA transcription is given in Mid-Atlantic pronunciation with British Received Pronunciation (RP) alternates. 


